1783]                    THE COALITION
ance of presents by the Company's servants in Indi source of corruption and oppression—would be strictl Fox admitted that the private influence of the Cro its worst days, was nothing compared with that < India Company, and wisely abstained for the pi naming the seven commissioners whom he proposed
Here was the weak point of an otherwise excelle and Pitt, towards whom all eyes were directed, faste While admitting the urgent need of reform, he dej: abrogation of all the charters and privileges of an ai pany under the plea of necessity. " Is not necessil "the plea of every illegal exertion of power? Is not r pretence of every usurpation? Necessity is the a tyrants: it is the creed of slaves." Further, what result if that formidable political weapon, the patrc Company, were transferred to the Ministers then in finally to the Crown? On the one side it would grossest corruption, on the other, to despotism.2
Pitt, it will be seen, opposed the measure owing to but inevitable consequences which it would entail in state of affairs then existing in Parliament, where •< some Coalition held together only with the aim of < spoils of office and even richer booty in the future.3 sion of the enormous patronage of the India Comj up golden vistas that fired the imaginations even squires who trooped after Lord North. As for th< followers of Fox, they were jubilant at prospects whised his approva then, alleging indisposition, stayed away from i'arliame the day of its introduction,8
